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1 Executive Summary

We areindeeda nationof immigrants,with diverseancestries.In fact, thougha stereotypicalAmerican
wouldhave British ancestorsvho cameto this continentduringthe 1700sf notearlier thefactis thatrather
few of usfit thatdescription.

The adwenturousspirits of thosewho cameto this countryin earliertimescontritutedgreatlyto Americas
successImmigrationcontinuesto addvitality to our societytoday Yet conditionshave changedsignifi-
cantlyfrom thoseearliertimes,andthe currenthigh rateof immigrationdoeshave its downsidespnevery
importantclassof whichis the adwerseimpactimmigrationhason minorities.In particular:

e Immigrationadwerselyimpactsnative-bornAfrican-Americans.

e Immigrationadwerselyimpactsbothnative-bornandearlierarriving immigrantAsian-Americansnd
Latino-Americans.

e Thesharpdistinctionmadeby mary politiciansandpolitical actvists betweerlegal andillegal im-
migrationareatrtificial andunwarrantedThe adwerseimpactson minoritiesaredueto bothlegal and
illegalimmigration. (Exceptwhenotherwisequalified,the useof the termimmigrationin thisreport
will meanbothlegal andillegalimmigration.)

e Theadwerseimpactsarebotheconomicandnoneconomién nature:increasegob competition;ow-
eredwages;yreducedpportunitiedor entrepreneurgeductionsn quality of educatiorandhousing;
increasedxposureto disease.

e Immigrationis resultingin diminishedattentionbeingpaidto the problemsof African-Americansand
othernative-bornminorities. As Model Minority Asianimmigrantspour into the country African-
Americansarebecominghe ForgottenMinority.

e Much worsethanU.S. natives,immigrantstendto have racistattitudestoward African-Americans.
TheU.S.,by acceptindarge numbersof immigrantss in effectimportingracism.

e Evenactivistsin immigrantcommunitieshave publicly concededhatthe currentinflux of immigrants
is muchhigherthantheir communitiescanabsorb

e Poll afterpoll in recentyearshasshavn thatminoritiesrecognizeheseadwerseimpacts andwish for
relief, in theform of reducedevelsof bothlegal andillegalimmigration.

2 Author’sBackground

I ama former statisticgprofessorwith extensive experiencewith obsenationalstudiesandhave senedas
a statisticalconsultanfor the KaiserHospitalchain,the UCLA Neuropsychiatri¢nstitute,andsoon.

| am a former Chair of the Affirmative Action Committeeat UC Davis, and have long beenactive in
work supportingminorities, particularly African-Americans Asian-Americansand Latino-Americansjn
programssuchasMEP, MORE andSURPRISE.

| have beencloseto immigrantcommunitiesall my life. | spentpartof my formativeyearsin predominantly-
Latino EastLost Angeles,andmy fatherwasanimmigrantfrom Lithuania. | am particularlycloseto the
Chinesdmmigrantcommunity:

My wife is animmigrantfrom HongKong; | speakChinesgCantonesandMandarin),andmy wife and|
areraisingour daughtetto be bilingual; mary of our socialfriendsare Chineseammigrants;the television



setsin my homearetunedto Chinese-languag&ationsasoftenasto Englishones,andl readthe Chinese-
languageress] have extensive experienceasavolunteemworkerin SanFranciscos Chinatavn; | havelong

beenactive in efforts to combatdiscriminationagainstChinese-Americanee for example,my articlein

AsianWeek July 14,1995 reportingthe racially-relatediring of a Chineseémmigrantengineer).In 1995,
Dr. LesterHsin-PeiLee,a prominentChinese-Americaandformermemberof the Universityof California
Boardof Regents,appointedneto the Committeefor RationalRelationswith China.

2.1 Reason for the Preponderance of Chinese and Asian Examples

The large numbers of Chinese examplesin thisreport stems from my background in the Chinese

communities. | believe thatdataanalysisalonedoesnot give an accuratepictureof a process.“Number

crunching”is good, but onemustknow which numbergo “crunch” in thefirst place,andwhatthe results
mean.For this oneneedgersonalup-closeobsenationof the processin my casethis obsenationcomes
from my extensive involvementwith the Chinesecommunitiesdetailedabore. | hopethe readerdoesnot
find thisto be unrepresentate of immigrationasawhole,or (perishthethought!)boring.

3 Economic Aspects

On a generalsocietallevel, the economicimpactsof immigrationare exceedinglycomple, andvirtually
impossibleto analyze. Furthermorethoughsometop-flight economistspecializein immigrationissues,
macro-level, econometri@nalysedave their limitations.

As aprofessionastatistician] wish to emphasizéhatit is vital to keepin mindthatstatisticalmethodology
is at bestsomethingo be resortedo whenonemerelyhasnumberdn lieu of insight. Numbercrunching
alonecannotreplacequalitative insightswhich comefrom intimateknowledgeof immigrantcommunities.
Immigrationeconomistsvho spenctheirtime in front of computerterminalsinsteadof in immigrantcom-

munitiesareworking blindly, merelyspeculatingasto themeaningof theirnumbersindeed pftenthey do

notevenknow which numbersarethe mostrelevantto analyze.

In short,it is theauthorsview thatdirect, micro-level obsenation,especiallyby thosewho understanani-
nority communitiesprovidesthe mostreliablegaugeof immigration'seconomidmpactsjncludingimpacts
on minorities.

Herearesomeexamplesof adwerseeconomidmpactson minorities:

e Immigrantsare enteringthe U.S.fasterthan minority communitiesanabsorbthem.

Whenaskedvhy mostLatino Americanswishto seereducedmmigration,AntoniaHernandezpres-
ident of the Mexican AmericanLegal Defenseand EducationalFund (MALDEF), explainedthat
“Migration, legalandundocumentedjoeshave animpacton our economy..[particularlyin] compe-
tition within the Latino community.. Thereis anissueof wagedepressionasin the garmentindustry,
whichis predominantlymmigrant,of keepingwagesdowvn becaus®f theflow of traffic of peoplé€.

(Ms. Hernandemadetheseremarksat the Forumon Immigration,UC Davis, March11,1994. After
the authorincludedthis quotationin his op-edpiecein the Los AngelesTimeson Septembeg0,
1994,Ms. Hernandezespondedvith a letterto the editor in thatnewspaperon October12, 1994.
Theresheadded,in a remarkrelevantto the discussioron impactson African-Americandater in
this report,“[MALDEF andothercivil rights groups]recognizethe truism thatimmigrantstendto
competeeconomicallywith the mostdisadwantagedectorsof the population’)

Numerouscasestudiesin New York’s Chinese-Americatommunity by sociologistHsiang-Shui
Chenshawv how theinflux of Chinesenevcomers—bothegal andillegal—reducegmploymenbp-
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portunityfor native andearlierimmigrantChineseaswell asresultingin reducedmarketsharedor
establishedChineseentrepreneurgChinatownNo More, by Hsiang-ShuiChen,Cornell University
Press]1992).

LouisianaStateUniversity sociologistMin Zhoumakessimilar commentspoting the low wagesin
New York’s Chinatavn causeddy “the large pool of surplusimmigrantlabor” (Chinatown Temple
UniversityPress1992,p221).

Po Wong, director of the ChineseNewcomersServiceCenterin SanFranciscotold the MacNeil-
LehrerNewshour(July 7, 1993),“The communityis notreadyevenfor theinflux of legalimmigrants
looking for housing,looking for work, looking for othersocial serviceshealthservices. More re-
cently he wasinterviewed by SanfordUngar (FreshBlood: the Nev Americanimmigrants Simon
andSchuster1995,p.49):“l don't think our communityis equippedo welcomethis large anumber
It is especiallydifficult to find employmentor thosewho speakonly Chinese who have very little

educationpr who have never acquireda skill to competen this nev market. It’'s very depressingo

seesomary peoplecomeherelooking for work.”

The samethemesshawv up in the study by PeterKwong of Hunter College (The Newv Chinatown
NoondayPress,1987). In a very vivid excerpt(p.68) on the hardshipsfacedby native-bornand
earlierarriving immigrantentrepreneurgausedy the arrivalsof large numberof laterimmigrants,
Kwongsays:

“In the1980s businessn Chinatavn reachedhepointof saturationtoo mary immigrantstoo mary
new businessesndexhorbitantrents.Suicidalcompetitiondevelopedthroughouthe community’

Kwong also gives mary more recentexamplesin his ForbiddenWorkers (The New Press,1997).
Thoughin this book his focusis on illegalimmigrantsratherthanthe legal immigrantshe analyzed
earlier Kwong makesit clearthatlegal immigration hasindeedimpededthe progressof African-

Americans After abrief summaryof how legalimmigrationfrom EuropeharmedAfrican-Americans
duringthe 19thcentury(and,Kwong suggestshis wasdeliberateactionby the Americanpower elite

of thetime), Kwong pointsoutthat

The 1964 Civil Rights Act eliminatedlegal discriminationbasedon race and African-
Americanswerepromisedopportunitiedor economicmobility througha seriesof social
andaffirmative action programs.Yet onceagaintheir progressnto the Americanmain-
streamwashindreredby the arrival of the new immigrants.With the passagef the 1965
ImmigratonAct, a nev wave of immigrantssweptacrossAmerica, this time from Latin
Americaand Asia...[who] have beenhighly competitive and have beenableto moved
aheadwhile, sadly anti-African-Americanracismcontinues. Again and againsuneys
confirmthatwhite employergprefernex immigrantsof virtually any nationalityor ethnic-
ity to African-Americans.

Similardynamicsappeato beatworkamongKoreanmmigrantsn New York. An articlein New York
magazingApril 10,1995)quotesSungSooKim, presidenpf the Korean-AmericarsmallBusiness
ServiceCenter:"We're in the middle of a tragedy Lastyeat we had700 storesopenbut 900 close.
Growth hascompletelystopped.

A LosAngelesTimesarticleon the Latino-populated_ennoxareanearthe Los Angelesinternational
Airport tells the samestory, sayingthat Latino residentsbelieve that “an oversupplyof immigrant
workershassaturatedhe job market,depressingalariesandgeneratingntensecompetitionfor ary

employmenthoweverill-paid.”

Presumablynotivatedby similar concernsf job competition,United Farm Workersco-founderDo-
loresHuertatestifiedto a CaliforniaAssemblycommitteethat“With 1.5million legalizedimmigrants
livingin California,andonly approximately250,000agriculturaljobsin thestate thereis no needfor
additionaffarmworkers: (SummanReportPrepardfor theAssembiBelecCommitteen Statevide
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Immigration Impact California AssemblyOffice of ResearchSacramentavay, 1994.) Studiesby
the U.S. Departmenbf Agriculture and othersshaw clearly thatimmigrationhaserodedwagesof
farmworkers.(New York Times March31,1997.)

e A 1988studyof the Los Angeleshotel industry by the GeneralAccountingOffice found that jobs
formerly held by African-Americanswverenow performedmainly by immigrants. Again, this study
wasnotbasednsomeeconometrienodel.Onthecontraryit wasadirectreportof thehotelowners’
actionsto breakup the largely-blackunions,andreplacemenby immigrantworkers. Studieshave
shavn a similar displacementf blacksin the restauranindustry at airports,andso on. Seefor
exampletheNew York Times,Februaryl7,1997.

e Many immigrantentrepreneursefuseto hire blacks,andstateandfederalcivil-rights agenciehave,
for whatever reasonsnot takenary interestin this problem(Wall StreetJournal, June6, 1995).

e JackMiles of the Los Angeleslimeshasfoundthatevenblack socialworkersarebeingdisplacedoy
Latinos. The blackshopeto keeptheir jobs by learningSpanish but this may or may not succeed
(Atlantic Monthly, October1992). Ezola Foster a black Los Angelesschoolteacher describesa
similar situationfor teachergABC Nightline, March24,1995).

e Thecompetitionfor jobswasillustratedin a ratherdramaticmannerin anarticle, “ImmigrantsSplit
OverJobScarcity:Legal Residentin Marin Tell INS [ImmigrationandNaturalizatiorService]JAbout
lllegals] in the May 17, 1994 edition of the SanFranciscoChronicle. Theleadsentencén the arti-
cle reports,“A shortageof jobsis provoking cutthroatrivalry amongimmigrantday laborersin San
Rafaels CanalArea, wheresomel[legal immigrants]are gettingaheadby turning in their undocu-
mentedpeerdo theINS, authoritiessay’

e Theadwerseeconomidmpacton minoritiesis notrestrictedto the low endof thewagescale.Asian-
Americans,who comprisemorethan50% of new graduate®f computersciencecurriculain Cali-
fornia universities areoften shuntedasideby Silicon Valley employersn favor of foreignnationals.
Computetindustryemployerontinueto hire theforeignnationalsandsponsothemfor immigration
or work visas,in spiteof alaborsurpluswhich hasexistedsincethelate 1980s.0Oftentheemployers’
motivationis a desirefor cheap compliantlabor; seethe authorstestimory onthis at

http://heat her.cs. ucdavis. edu/itaa. htm

A numberof authorshave claimedthat the Silicon Valley dependon immigrantsfor its technical
edge. But this claim simply doesnot hold water The presenceof a large numberof immigrant
engineersn the Silicon Valley is merelyaconsequencef thefactthatthe computeifield is famousin
Asiaasameango immigrateto theU.S. Theimmigrantsare,for the mostpart,notthe onesmaking
thetechnicaladvancesn the industry This canbe seenin roughform, for instancejn the awards
givenby the Associationfor ComputingMachineryfor softwareandhardwardnnovation: of the 56
awardsgiven, only onerecipientis an immigrant. One GeneralDynamicssubcontractohaseven
referredto theforeignemployeesstatusasbeing“indentured In a statisticalanalysisof the Census
data,the authorfound that foreign-borncomputerprofessionalsn the Silicon Valley were paid on
averagenearly$7,000lessthanthe natives,evenaftertakinginto accountageandlevel of education.

Even StanfordLaw ProfessoBill OngHing, a nationallyprominentimmigrant-rightsadwocate has
expressedoncermovertheimpactof hiring of foreignprofessionalsn our nation'sminorities(Asian
Week April 29,1994).

In otherwords, the frequently-hearddage,’ Immigrantstakejobs which Americansdon’t want; simply
doesnot jibe with reality. In thosehotel jobs describedabove, for instance the African-Americanshad
wantedthosejobs andindeedhad beenworking in them. In regionsof the U.S.in which the numberof
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immigrantsis low, thosejobs are indeeddoneby U.S. natives,and employersare forcedto pay thema
decentage

And it is sadthatmary analystsvho defendthecurrenthighimmigrationlevelsconcedéut dismissthead-
verseeconomidmpactsof laterarriving immigrantson earlierarriving immigrants. Thoseearlierarriving

immigrantsare now Americans,after all, and ary concernswe have thatimmigrationreducessconomic
opportunitiesfor Americansmustinclude thesenewer Americans. | find it odd that mary who defend
immigration do notdefendimmigrants.

As Cornell University economistVernonBriggs hassaid, the effort “to raisedisadwantagedurbanblack
Americansout of poverty wasunderminedrom the beginningby theflood of cheapforeignlabor”

Ontheotherhand,cheapnvagesdo nottell thewholestory. Anothermajorfactoris networkedhiring. News
of job openingsarespreacy tight socialnetworksamongimmigrants alleviating the employerof theneed
to adwertise. As a result, saysRichardRothstein,a columnistfor the Spanish-languagea Opinion, “In

the garmentdistrictsof Los Angeles,New York, or Miami, entire plantsare stafed by immigrantsfrom
the samevillage in Mexico, El Sahadoror China’ Significantly Rothsteinaddsthat“Once suchpowerful
networksareestablishedpolicy is impotentto breakthem?” (Dissent Fall 1993.)

And again,networkechiring is notlimited to thelow endof thewagescale.ChineseandIndianimmigrant
engineersn the Silicon Valley are also frequently hired via Chineseand Indian social networks. It is
commonto find that mostor all of a division in a compary consistsof immigrantsfrom Taiwan. Since
hiring is often donevia word of mouth, thosewho are not from Taiwan may not even be aware of job
openings.

Someemployershire immigrantsbecausehey are perceved to be reliable. PeterSkerry (New Republig
Januany30, 1995.)notesthatLatino workersin Los Angelestendto usecarpoolgo getto work, whereasa
blackworkermightnot show up for work if his carbreaksdown.

Indeed,questionganight be raisedalongthe lines of “Why blametheimmigrants?Why cant blacksform
networks,usecarpoolsetc.?” The answeris thatalthoughit is true thatmary poorblackslack thesework
skills, the continuinginflux of large numbersof immigrantsis working to insurethat poor blacksnever
will developtheseskills. The availability of immigrantlaboris certainlygiving employerso incentvesto
developskills amongpoorblacks.

Incentvesfor governmentto develop black skills aredwindling too. As | will aguein moredetail below,
thelargeinflux of immigrantss causingdistractionof governmentattention Jeadingto African-Americans
becomingwhatl call the ForgottenMinority.

4 Adverselmpactson Education, Health and Social Services

It isimportantto keepin mindthattheadwerseimpactsof immigrationon minoritiesareby nomeandimited
to theeconomicsphereln this sectionwewill outline othertypesof problems.

4.1 Education

It is estimatedhatthereare300,000illegalimmigrantstudentsn California’s schools.Yet someschoolsn
the West ContraCostaUnified SchoolDistrict recentlyclosedtheir doorsto enrolling new students.(San
FranciscaeExaminer Septembe8, 1994.) As thedistrictcontainanary blackandAsian-Americarstudents,
we seeagainthatminoritiescomprisea major classof victims of immigrationproblems.

Butagain theproblemextendsto legalimmigrationaswell. For example lastyearthe SanFranciscdchool



District announcedhat, dueto a dearthof bilingual teachergluentin CantoneseRussiarandVietnamese,
it wasresortingto hiring uncredentialedeachers.(SanFranciscoExaminer August10, 1994.) In other

words,the quality of instructionis beingreducedecausef theinflux of immigrantchildren. Onceagain,

the principalvictims aretheAsian, blackandLatinokids who comprisethe bulk of SanFranciscos student
population.

4.2 Child Care

Low-incomeblacksinglemotherdgn Pasadenarebeinggivenlower priority for child-careservicesbecause
immigrant Latino womenoften have even lower incomes,thus higher priority for child care. (Atlantic
Monthly, October1992.)

4.3 Housing

SanFranciscas CompehensivdHousingAffordability Strategy (SanFranciscdVayor’s Office of Housing,
November5, 1993)illustratesanotherimpactof immigrationon minorities. It stateshatdueto the city’s

“dire financialcondition’ thecity facesan“enormouschallenge’in providing housingfor thepoor (p.97),
61% of whom areminority (p.6). And yet the reportalsodiscusseshe housingpressuresirisingfrom a

burgeoningimmigrantpopulation(pp.57-58) with its “huge need”for not only ordinaryhousingservices,
but especiallybilingual housingservices. Accordingto Anni Chungof Self-Helpfor the Elderly, a Chi-

nesemegachainof nonprofitshasedn SanFrancisco,14,000seniorhousingunitswill be neededo sene

immigrantsin the next five years.(Memoto the U.S. Commissioron ImmigrationReform,Novemberl0,

1995.)

A key pointis thatfundingfor housingis fixed,if notdwindling. (This wasalsoemphasizeth anintervien
by the authorwith Ted Dienstfrey, Director of the Mayor’s Office of Housing,June29, 1994.) Thusone
seexadirectnegative impactonlow-incomeAfrican-Americansaandotherminorities(someof thelatterare
themseles earlierarriving immigrants). In her November10 memocited abose, Anni Chungnotesthat
thereare10,000applicantdor publichousingonthewaitinglist (the city manage$,700units),andthereis
afive-yearwait for Section8 rentsubsidiesSignificantly Chungalsostatedhatmary immigrantscontinue
to takeadvantageof publichousingevenafterthey have becomesconomicallyableto buy their own homes!

In themidstof thisworsenindiscalcrisis,the city announcedhatit would spends23million onrehuilding
the InternationalHotel in Chinatavn, to provide subsidizechousing,largely for elderlyimmigrants. (San
FranciscoExaminer SeptembeB, 1994.) Mary, if not most,of thoseimmigrantshave well-off children;
seetheauthorstestimory at

http:// heat her. cs. ucdavi s. edu/ ssi . ht n

It is estimatedhat85 percentof the public housingin St. Paul, Minnesotais occupiedoy Southeasfsian
immigrants.(SeeSanfordUngar FreshBlood: the Nev Americanimmigrants SimonandSchuster1995,
p.188.)Thesearenotthewell-off seniorddescribedn thelastparagraphbut the pointis still thatresources
intendedfor the native poorarebeingusedheasily by immigrants.

44 Health Care

Immigrants beingon theaveragepoorerthannatives,heavily usepublic healthcareresourcesywhichagain
wereintendedor the native poor.



Also, bothlegal andillegal immigrationhave broughta substantialncreasen tuberculosigatesin recent
years.(See"Most TB Caseg-oundAmongImmigrants, SanFranciscoChronicle, August17,1994.)This,
for example,is why the developersof a new tuberculosidreatmententerchoseto locatethe centerin the
predominantly-immigrantission District in SanFrancisco.

But thatin itself illustratesanotherway in which minoritiesare adwerselyimpactedby immigration. Mi-
noritiesoftenlive in poor, urbanareaswith high concentrationsf immigrants,sothe tuberculosidrought
by immigrantsplacesminoritiesat higherrisk of contractinghedisease.

Thesepointswere also broughtout in a recentGeneralAccountingOffice report. (Tuberculosis: Costly
andPreventableCase<Continuein Five Cities March16,1995,GAO/HEHS-95-11.Thereportstateghat
“legalimmigrantsaccountedor 60 percenbf therisein TB casegrom 1986through1992.The stateswith

the highestincreasesn new TB casesvereNew York, California, Florida, Texas,andNew Jersg. These
stateswerealsolisted asthe intendedresidenceof 70 percentof the legal immigrantsenteringthe United
Statesn 1992” It goesonto reportthat“a Los AngelesTB controlofficial estimatedhatabouthalf of the
legalimmigrantswho enterLos AngelesCountyareinfectedwith TB.”

Significantly thereportaddsthat“one TB official estimatedhatscreeningasmary as150,000egalimmi-
grantsa year andproviding preventive therapyto the estimatedb0 percentof theseimmigrantswho might
needit, would overwhelmthe county’s healthsysten.

On the questionof immigration'simpacton minorities,the samereportthenpointsout that“T uberculosis
is anincreasingpublic healthproblemamongAmericas racial and ethnicminorities. In all the cities we
visited, TB caseshave beenrising rapidly amongthesepopulations... Thigrowth wasmostevidentamong
African Americansin Los Angeles,Newark, and AtlantaandamongHispanicsin El Paso. The growth in
TB caseamongAfrican Americandn Los Angeles Newark, andAtlantawasmorethantwice the national
growth rate” In anaccompaying table,onefinds, for instancethat Asian TB casesn Newarkincreased
by 300percenduring 1985-1992.

5 Diminished Attention Given to Native-Born Minority Problems

The heary influx of immigrantsis resultingin rapid shift of political power avay from African-Americans
to AsianandLatinoimmigrants.(SeePeterSchuck,Current Januaryl994.) In governmentthe pressand

otherinstitutions, thereis a general(thoughsometimeainconsciousjreatmentof minoritiesas forming

a kind of hierarchy with immigrantsoccupyinga higher positionthan blacks,andwithin the immigrant
catgyory Asiansoccupyinga higherpositionthanLatinos.

Whatis mostdisturbingaboutthis trendis that African-Americans previously centralin the thoughtsof
thosewho wish to improve conditionsfor minorities,are simply beingforgotten. Justasthe Asianshave
becomehe Model Minority, blacksarebecominghe ForgottenMinority.

Following is a samplingof this trendof an Asian/Latino/blackhierarchy:

e A numberof blacksaresouringon theideaof affirmative action,claimingthatmary firms arehiring
immigrantAsiansandLatinos(the“preferredminorities”) insteacbf blacksto fulfill affirmative action
requirement¢ClevelandPlain Dealer, Decembef9, 1993).

A May 28, 1995 SanFranciscoExaminerarticle on affirmative actionin the SanFranciscacity gov-
ernmendramaticallyshavs how African-Americaninfluenceis waningin the public section.During
1980-1993theshareof civil servicejobsheldby AsiansandLatinosincreasedy 60%and80%,re-
spectvely, while thesharefor blacksdecrease80%. During 1990-1993thevolumeof city contracts
to Asianbusinessncreasedtaratewhichwas2.9timestheratefor blacks.Thereareof coursemary



factorsunderlyingtheseactions but neverthelesshe pointis thatblacksarelosingmuchof thegains
they madein the 1960sand1970sto immigrantgroups.

Currently a ballot initiative is being preparedn Californiato banishaffirmative action. Many of
thosesupportingsuchanactionwith regardto universityadmissionsave beenciting Model Minority
Asiansto buttresstheir remarks.

And HenryDer of Chinesdor Affirmative Action (andChairof the CaliforniaPostsecondargduca-
tion Commission)aysthatthe Asianswelcomethis. Interviewedthe UC Davis’ Dateline (July 28,
1995),Der said,“If you repealaffirmative action,it will be becausef the unbridledselfishnesand
shortsightedneson the partof Asian AmericansandotherCalifornians:.

Mabel Teng,a Chineseimmigrantwho at the time wasa memberof the SanFranciscoCommunity
College Board,boastechow thelobbying of the ChineseAmericanDemocraticClub hadresultedin

no layoffs of high-level Asian-Americancollege administratorsiuring the city’s fiscal crisis. What
shedid not say though,wasthat several African-Americanadministratordradbeenlaid off (Asian
Week Octoberl4,1994).

A numberof African-Americansvereangeredothby thecity’s seemingliscrimination andalsoby
Tengsinsensitve boasting.

Montergy Park, a Los Angelessulurb, hasreceved an large influx of Chinesemmigrants,mainly
from Taiwan,sincethe late 1970s.LongtimeLatino residentof the city (mostof themnative-born)
were angeredrecentlywhenthe popularSpanish-speakingriestat the mainly-LatinoSt. Thomas
AquinasCatholicChurchwasreplacedoy two Chinese-speakingriests. (ThePolitics of Diversity,

JohnHorton, TempleUniversity Press;1995,p.235.)

After Chinese-andotherAsian-Americaradwocay groupsclaimedthataffirmative actionadmissions
programdor blacksandLatinosatthe Universityof Californiaat Berkeley madeit moredifficult for
Asian-Americarmapplicantgdo be admitted,a Chinese-AmericanC.L. Tien, wasappointedaschan-
cellor of the campus.While Tien is well-liked andis doingwell aschancelloy his appointmenivas
takenby all partiesconcernedo be motivatedprimarily to mollify the Asiancritics of the university.
Apparentlyfor goodmeasurea secondChinese-Americanhancellomwassubsequenthappointedat
UC SantaBarbara.Yet therehasnever beenan African-Americanchancelloratary UC campusand
therehasbeenonly onelLatino.

The 1996 welfarereform bill’ s (andthe earlier 1994 Clinton administrationproposals) restrictions
onimmigranteligibility for welfareweremotivatedin partby thefactthatmary well-off/professional
immigrantsaresponsoringheir elderlyparentgo immigrateandthenplacingthe parenton welfare,
rengying on promisedo financially supporthe parentsseetheauthorstestimory at

http:// heat her.cs. ucdavi s. edu/ ssi . ht ni

Asianandotherimmigrantadwocag groupshave lobbiedheavily againstlosingtheloopholeswhich
allow this. Thoughthe 1996bill passecandwassignedinto law, mostof the restrictionsin the bill
werelaterrolled back,Significantly Vice Presidenfl Gore’s Januaryl999announcemerdf further
rollbackswasmadeat a Chineseseniorcenterin SanFrancisco.(SanFranciscoChronicle, January
26,1999.)

In otherwords, the 1996 welfare bill rushed,say a functionally illiterate African-Americansingle
parentoff welfarewhile still allowing a Chineseémmigrantcouple,both computerengineersith a
combinedncomewell over $100,000t0 puttheir parentson welfare,in spiteof thecouples promise
to supportheparents Thisinequityis notdeliberateput it arguablydoesexemplify therisein power
of the Asianimmigrantadwcagy groups,andthedwindling influenceof blackadvwocates.
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e A casewhich is similar to the last one,but featuresa moredirectillustration of the prioritizing we
arediscussinghere,aroserecentlyin AlamedaCountyin the SanFranciscoBay Area. A majority
on the county boardof supervisorsoriginally supporteda proposalto dery welfareto immigrants
with well-off sponsorgSanFranciscoChronicle, Septembefi4, 1994),but thenreverseditself and
droppedhe proposalSanFranciscoChronicle, October26,1994). Yetit thentook up consideration
of aproposalo cutfundingfor seniorcommunitycentersservingthe poor, mainly blackandLatino
(OaklandTribune Novemberl, 1994). A yearlater, the boardfinally did resurrectandapprose the
planto restrictimmigrantwelfareeligibility (SanFranciscoChronicle, Septembep7,1995),but their
earliersetof prioritiesagainillustratesthe Asian/Latino/blackierarchywhichis developing.

e EvenSanfordUngar whorevelsin thenew immigrationin his book,FreshBlood: the Nev American
Immigrants(Simonand Schuster1995),quotesMinneapolisjournalistandteacheiRuth Hammond
asnoticingthe hierarchy(p.183): “I think a lot of peoplein the Twin Cities have gottenakick out
of helpingthe [Southeas®sian refugee]Hmong—morethan, say helpingblack people. You can
identify with theHmongasneedypeoplewho have not createdheir own situation”

e During the 1994 electioncampaign hightly television news reportsof California’s Proposition187
onillegalimmigrationrepeatedlyshoveddramatigpicturesof Mexicansclimbing over borderfences.
Yettherewasnotevenonepicture,to my knowledge of themary Chinesecomingin illegally onboats
in 1993, scenesvhich werecertainlyon file in TV newsroomsandwhich would have beenequally
dramatic.(lronically, it wasthosedramaticpictureswhich broughtnationalattentionto the problems
of illegalimmigration,andwhich helpedto galvanizethe movementwhichledto Prop.187.) Again,
this omissionwasnot deliberateput the point is thatthe generalimageof Chineseémmigrantsis so
positive, andthe imageof Latino immigrantsso muchlesspositive, thatthe news producerssimply
neverthoughtof Chineseasillegalimmigrants.

e PeterSkerry reportsthat positionsas aidesto a city councilmanrepresentingraditionally-black
SouthCentralLos Angeleswhich hadpreviously goneto blacksarenow filled by Latinos(Mexican-
Americansithe AmbivalentMinority, PeterSkerry FreePress1993,p.82).

e Accordingto the SanJoseMercury Newvs May 31,1993,“SoonafterSoutheasfisianimmigrantsbe-
ganarriving in themid-1970s[SanJoseJprogramghathadheldpromisefor Hispanics—gaernment
socialserviceandjobs programs—wer@roppedin favor of the Asians]’

e TheNew York Times,Februaryl7,1997 reportingontheimpactof Latinoimmigrationon blacksin
Miami, noted:

M. Athalie RangebecameMiami’sfirst black city commissionein 1965,atime whenthe
civil rightsmovementwas“roaring; shesays,andblacksnationwidehadthe promiseof
new political andeconomidrontiers.

A stringof otherblackpoliticiansfollowedherin thecommissiorseattheonly oneof the
five seatsever held by blacks. But lastNovember threedecadesfter Ms. Rangefought
to bring thingslike sidevalks andstreetlights to her constituenyg, the seatwaslostto a
Hispanicman. For mary blacks,that political setbackhascometo symbolizeunfulfilled
promisein the Miami metropolitanarea,whereso mary otherFloridianshaveprospered.
“We feelmoreor lessleft out; saidMs. Range...

But aswhiteshave comefrom the northernstatesand Hispanicimmigrantsfrom foreign
countriesto the south, Florida’s transformationhascome at a costto part of its black
population.Restauranandhotel jobs onceheld by blacksnow go to white andHispanic
applicants...

...blackshavelostinfluenceor failedto gaintheeconomicandpolitical footholdervisioned
by mary in the1960s...
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The divisionshave beenplayedout in politics. The lasttwo elections for the mayor of
DadeCounty wherehalf of two million residentsare Hispanic,andfor the Miami City
Commissionwerefoughtalongraciallines,with the black candidatesosing despitevir-
tually unanimousupportfrom blackvoters...

e In 1992 Congresgassedhe ChineseStudentProtectionAct, which in effect gave masspolitical
asylumto all students§rom Chinastudyingin the U.S. during the 1989 demonstrationgn Beijing.
This “protection” was unnecessaryas pointedout by Sidne/ Jones,executive director of Asian
Watch/HumarRightsWatch;only asmallpercentagef studentsieededsylum,andthosefew could
have usedregular political asylumchannelswithout the Act. (USNewsandWorld Report Septem-
ber20, 1993. SanJoseMercury News, June3, 1993. “The Couplingof GreenCardsand MFN for
China; NormanMatloff, SanFranciscoExaminer May 20, 1994.) The Act, ostensiblywritten to
protectthosewho facedarrestif they wereto returnto China,contradictedtself by includingin its
coveragethosewho had returnedto China (andhadthencomebackto the U.S.). Even Augustus
Fragomena prominentimmigrationlawyer who frequentlylobbiesCongresgor moreliberal immi-
grationpolicies,calledthe Act “misguided: (Voice of Americainterview, November22,1995.)

Yetatthesametime, Congressurneddown arider to thebill, whichwould have extendedemporary
residenceo Haitian refugees.In otherwords, 80,000Chinesewere offered permanentesidence,
while 11,000blackHaitianscouldnot evengettemporaryresidence.

e Thel1990ImmigrationAct instituted,andCongressndthe Presidentenavedin 1995,the “McDon-
ald’s” program,which allowedforeign studentdsn Americancollegesto work off campustypically
in low-skilled jobs suchasfast-foodpreparation. This clearly leadsto at leastsomedegreeof job
displacemenof low-incomeminority youth. In otherwords,foreign studentstypically Asianswho
areusingtheir Americanstudiesassteppingstonet® immigration,arebeingallowedto competeor
jobswith our nation'sblackandLatinoimpoverishedyouth.

e AsianandLatino political organization@rebecomingncreasinglyfocusedonimmigrantissueswith
lessattentiongivento issueswhich traditionally have beenthe concernsf native AsianandLatino
Americans. For example,a 1995 Clinton ReportCard publishedby the Organizationof Chinese
Americanss dominatedby immigrantissues.Whenaskedwhat his organizationis concernedvith,
Henry Der, executive directorof Chinesefor Affirmative Action, answeredFirst andforemost,im-
migration”; only later did he cite issuesof interestto native-bornChinese-Americansuchasjob
discrimination.(Interview with theauthor March23,1994.)

e Thehierarchybeingdescribedhere,with Asianshigheron the totempole thanLatinos,andimmi-
grantshigherthan native blacks,is sometimeseven promotedby ethnic civil rights actiists. The
August1993 newsletterof the Oaklandchapterof the Organizationof ChineseAmericans(OCA)
featureda disturbingeditorialin thisregard. Theeditor, PeterEng, writesthat

“...[A]s anethniccommunitygroup,ChineseAmericanswill have to separat@anddistanceoursehes
from otherethnicimmigrantgroups...ChinesAmericanshave distinguishedthemselesin business,
sciencegovernmentetc...[whetherjve wereillegal or legalimmigrantshadno perceptve effect...we
have morethanpaid our fair sharein taxesto fund the costof thelittle public assistancgjiven for
our people(contraryto Eng’s claim, the percentagef elderly Chineseimmigrantson welfareis the
highestof all major nonrefugee@mmigrant groups—NM)...perhapse shouldadwcatea voucher
systemwherethetaxesdesignatedor public assistancpaidby ChineseAmericansshouldbeplaced
in aspeciafundto bedispensedo our peopleasdesired.”.

Engthengoesonto saythatwhile restrictionsonillegalimmigrantsfrom Mexico would be fine with

him, heis opposedo broadbrusthegislationwhichincludes‘all immigrants favorableor unfavorable
to this country It hasbeenmy contentionall along that this country hasbenefitedeconomically
politically andsocially by allowing Chineseimmigrantsto migrateto this country whetherlegal or
illegal” In otherwords,Engis sayingwe shouldtakemoreChineseandkeepout the Mexicans.
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As OCA is a civil rights organization,suchcommentsare particularlytroubling, especiallycoming
from a chaptelin sucha minority-rich region asthe SanFranciscdBay Area.

EvenHenry Der of Chinesefor Affirmative Action, who usually stronglysupportsblacksand Lati-

nos,madesimilar commentsn the authors interview with him: “We could eventakemoreChinese
immigrantsif thatwaspermitted. But thatis not going to happenpecauseChineseémmigrantsare
broadstrokedvith [all otherimmigrantgroupsJ:

Evenif they do notcomprisea “mutualadmirationsociety’ mary AsianandLatino political activists
have concludedthat they at leasthave somemutualinterests. This somtimedeadsto Asian/Latino
allianceswhich areto the detrimentof African-Americans.

For example bilingual educatiorhasbecomea politicalicon amongAsianandLatino actvists. Their
work in this direction—andthe positive responseajivento themby governmentagenciegegarding
it—angersmary urbanblack parentswho believe thattheir children’s educationis beingdiluted by
the forced bilingual ervironmenttheir children are subjectedo. (See,for example,U.S. News &
World Report November7, 1994,andABC Nightline, March24,1995. Also, in 1998a blackparent
suedthe Oakland Californiaschooldistrictwhenhis sonwasforcedinto a Cantonese-bilingualass.
By theway, it shouldbe notedthatmary AsianandLatinoimmigrantparentsdo not wantbilingual
educatiorfor their childreneither) Theblackparentsprotestsappearo befutile.

The following statemenby a Korean-Americartommunityactiist in Los Angeles,might well be
regardedasa “smoking gun” by African-Americans.(In TheStateof AsianAmerica: Activismand
Resistancén the 1990s ed. by K. Aguilar-SanJuan,SouthEndPress1994.):

Someonérom MALDEF (Mexican-AmericarLegal DefenseandEducationaFund)pulled
me asideduringa meetingaboutre-districtingto point out thatdueto demographishifts,
Asiansand Latinos could work togetherbecauseve never hadvery muchto begin with.

“We have little to lose anda lot to gain by working togethef he said, “while African-

Americansstandto losetheir hard-woncivil rights gainsfrom the 1960s,giventheir de-
clining numbers.

Thiswasnot idle talk. For instancethe SanJoseMercury News reportedon May 31, 1993that“In

Oakland,Hispanicsand Asian-Americangrecently] drew up a re-districtingplan to challengeone
proposedy ruling black politicians” The Asian/Hispaniacoalitionwon, andthenin 1997 suedthe
city of Oakland claimingit awardstoo mary city contractdo black-avnedfirms.

Somelatinosfeel that statementgo the effect that illegal immigration must be stoppedbut legal
immigrationhasno problemsaresometimesctually (not sothinly) veiled expressionf the notion
thatAsianimmigrantsarewelcomewhile Latinosareunwelcome Thesamecommengapplieso some
of thosewho sayourimmigrationpolicy shouldbe “more skills-based, which againis percevedasa
euphemisnior “lessLatino-lader.

| have obseredincreasingvidencethatsuchperceptiondy Latinosareaccurate.

A numberof the incidentscited abore occurredin California. This is partly a resultof the fact that the
authors obsenationpostis in California,andpartly dueto thefactthatCalifornia’s populacencludeshigh
numbersof the threeminority groups.However, a numberof the examplesarenationalin scopeandsuch
eventswill becomeincreasinglynumerousasthe numbersof Asian andLatino immigrantsgrow in other
partsof the country

Whetheror notthe partiesinvolvedherehave goodintentions thebottomline is thathigh levelsof immigra-
tion haveresultedn ahierarchyin treatmenof minoritiesby governmentandthe media,with thefollowing
features:
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e blackslosinginfluenceto immigrantLatinosandAsians
e native LatinosandAsianslosinginfluenceto immigrantLatinosandAsians

e Latinoslosinginfluenceto Asians

African-Americansatthepresentime still do have asubstantiatiegreeof political influence basedngains
madeduring the 60sand70s. The currenttrend, though,is thatthey arebeginning to losethosegainsto
immigrantgroups.

Clearly, all of this is an extremely unhealthysituation. The currentrate of influx of immigrantsis much
higherthanour fragile race-relationsituationcantolerate.

6 Problemsof Immigrant Racist Attitudes Toward Blacksand L atinos

(Disclaimer: As | mentionedat the outsetof this report, my own “obsenation post” in the immigrant
communityis in the EastAsian portion of the population. Thusthis sectionwill focuson them,but such
focus shouldnot be construedto meanthat otherimmigrantgroupsdo not have racist attitudestoward
blacks;Latinosdefinitely have this problemtoo, for instance.)

Starklyput, mostEastAsianimmigrantshave racistattitudesowardAfrican-AmericansandLatinos.More-
over, the prevalenceof suchattitudesamongthe EastAsianimmigrantsis muchhigherthanamongtheU.S.
native population.

Again, thereareno villains here;peopleare, afterall, productsof the societiesn which they live. When
discussinghegative attitudesharboredoy mary Chinesémmigrantstoward African-AmericansHenryDer
of Chinesdor Affirmative Action (interview with the author March 23, 1994)pointedout thatimmigrants
“are not educatedn the Americancontet,” in which mutualrespecamongracesss atleastagoal,if nota
reality. SociologistElijah Andersonof the University of Pennsylaniahasmadesimilar comments.(\\all
StreetJournal, June6, 1995.)

Butthedamagehatresultsrom this problemis realandtangible.As notedearlier for example mary immi-
grantentrepreneurareunwilling to hire blackemployeesTherole blackperception®f Koreanimmigrant
racismtowardblacksplayedin the 1992 Los Angelestriots is describedn TheNew Asianimmigrationin
LosAngelesaand Global Restructuringed. by Paul Ongetal, TempleUniversity Press;1994.

The“politically correct”explanationby Asian political activistsfor Asianimmigrantracismtowardblacks
is thattheimmigrantspick up theseattitudesrom negative imagesof blackson Americantelevision. Some
of this may indeedoccur but it is not the primary factor For example,mary of the immigrantsdo not
evenwatchmainstreamij.e. English-languag, television, preferringto watchprogrammingin their own
languagesndaimedattheir own culturalinterests.

Thefactis thatthe Asianimmigrantshave suchattitudesbeforethey cometo the U.S. Anyonewho travels
in Asiaandspeakdo peopletherein thelocallanguagewill quickly find deepprejudicesagainsblacks.The
root causes probablythe generalAsian prejudiceagainsteven dark-skinnedAsians. Lighter-skinnedChi-
nesefor instancewill look down on darkerskinnedChinesepecauselark skinis traditionally associated
with peasantry

Evenmoreimportantly, the“PC” explanationalsoignoresthefactthattheimmigrants’antipathyfor bladks
is oftenmud worsethanthat of the natives. Even SanfordUngar, who saysthathewrote his book, Fresh
Blood: the New Americanimmigrants(Simonand Schuster1995) becausehe hopes‘to corvince mary

of my readerghat...immigratioris still anextraordinarilypositive featureof Americanlife” (p.24),quotes
Korean-AmericanYumi Park as saying, “Asians overall are more prejudicedthan other people[toward
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blacks]! An articlein New York magazingApril 10,1995)notesthatmary of the American-borrchildren
of Koreanimmigrantsaredeeplyashameaf their parentsblatantracism.In her StanfordUniversity study
of Vietnames@nmigranthigh schoolstudentuynhTran (herselfa Viethamesémmigrant)foundthatthe
studentsvhogrew upin theU.S.werelessprejudicedowardblacksthanwerethestudentsvhoimmigrated
atalaterage. (SanJoseMercury Nenvs May 31, 1993.) Academicstudiesin New York andLos Angeles
foundthatKoreanimmigrantsweremuchmoreprejudicedagainstAfrica-Americanghanthe blackswere
towardthe Korean€Caughtin the Middle: KoreanCommunitiesn New York andLos AngelesPyongGap
Min, Universityof CaliforniaPress;1996,pp.120-125.)

Ethnic activists also claim that theseracistattitudeswere “learned” during former Americancolonial pe-
riods. Yet this doesnot explain racist attitudesamongimmigrantsfrom China, Koreanand Taiwan, for
instancepr asProfessoMin pointsoutin the above referencegvenamongFilipinos, who have goodatti-
tudestowardblacks.Nor doesit explain the fact thatthe averageintensityof racismamongthe EastAsian
immigrantsis higherthanamongU.S. natives.

Indeed gquitecontraryto the“PC” explanationmary educatedsiansactuallydisdain,evenlaughat, West-
ernerswho have sympathyfor the blackunderclassAn illustrativeincidentoccurredn the 1980sin Hong
Kong, concerninga subwayad for a certainbrandof toothpaste.The brands logo had alwaysfeatureda
smilingblackman,andthebrandnamein Chinesavas®Hei RenYa Gaq” literally “Black Man Toothpasté.
The Englishnamewas“Darky.” SomeWesternersiad protestedahis, sothe compary changedhe English
nameto “Darly.” But they retainedthe Chinesename*Hei RenYa Gag” aswell asthelogo. In the subway
ad,alongwith the Englishname“Darly” for the benefitof non-Chinesethe Chineseportionof theadsaid,
“Hei RenYa GaorengranshiHei RenYa Gaq” i.e. “Black Man Toothpastés still Black Man Toothpasté.
In otherwords,the ad seemedo be sayingto the Chinesereaders,;'We've changedhe nameto mollify
thosefoolish Westernershut we Chineseknow better don't we?” Thead(andthereactionf Chinesewith
whoml discussedt) seemedo berecognizingevenpanderingo, thefactthattheChinesearemoreracially
insensitvethanthe Westerners.

Similarly, | have obseredthat Chinesammigrantengineersn the Silicon Valley alsolaughat Americans
who sympathizevith the blackunderclassAnti-black attitudesamongthe Chinesémmigrantengineersre
far moreprevalentandseverethanin their native co-workers.

The ethniccommunityleadersarenot taking proactve approache dealingwith racialtensionsjn short,
the“leaders”werenotleading.A primeexamplearoseduring SanFranciscdsupervisoiMabel Tengsguest
appearancen a Chineseradiotalk shav in SanFranciscoon June3, 1997. A caller, complainingto Teng
aboutsomeroughblack childrenat her son’s school,repeatediyusedthe term haakgwai (“black devil”),
a derogatoryCantoneseavord for African-Americans. Yet Tengdid not objectto the caller’s language.
Eventuallythe shon’s host,JosepH_eung,steppedn andaskedhe callerto stopusingthe offensive term.
But asa prominentChinesecommunityleadey Tengshouldhave beenthe oneto speakup andseta good
examplefor theshav’slarge audience.

Oneimmigrantfrom Hong Kong hascomplainedo me (probablywith justification)that sheencountered
prejudiceagainstAsiansin the 1992 Democraticcorvention, whereshe sened as a delegyate. Yet five
minuteslaterin the corversation shestartedtalking about“thoselazy blacks: Whenl askedherhow she
reconcileduxtaposinga complaintaboutprejudicewith aracialslur of herown, shereplied,“Whatis there
to reconcile?”

The fact that Chinese-immigrantacismis more prevalentand severe thanthat of nativesis dramatically
illustratedin the anti-Latino editorial in the Organizationof ChineseAmericans(OCA) newsletter cited
earlier Ordinarily this might be dismissedasanisolatedincident,but the factthatthe OCA is arespected
civil rightsorganizatiormakeghis editorialquitesignificant.Onedoesnotfind suchcommentén MALDEF
or NAACP newsletters.

In their studyof Koreanimmigrantsin Los Angeles,Blue DreamgHarvard University Press;1995),Nang
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Abelmannand JohnLie quote(p.110)an adult Koreanimmigrantcomplainingaboutthe raw racismshe
obsenredin Koreanmerchantservingblackclientele: “I would hear[the merchantsayin Korean],'hey
you black thing, comehere. How terrible it would be if they [African Americanslknenv how they were
beingspokenabout’

African-Americansmay not hearthesethings, but they do feel suchattitudes. A Los AngelesTimespoll
(reportedin the SanFranciscoChronicle, August20, 1993) apparentlyfound that when askedwhether
Asianswereracist,moreblackpeopleansweregesthanwhitesdid.

TheU.S., by acceptindarge numbersf EastAsianimmigrants,is in effectimporting racism whenwe al-
readyhave enough‘home-gravn” racism.Thisin itself is morethansufficientreasorto undegoathorough
re-examinationof ourimmigrationpolicy.

7 A Wish for Relief

Poll afterpoll in recentyearshasshovn thatminoritiesrecognizeheseadverseimpacts andwishfor relief,
in the form of reducedevels of both legal andillegal immigration. The Latino National Political Surney
in 1992, for example,found thatup to 84% of Mexican-Americansagreedwith the statementhat“There
aretoo mary immigrants’ (HispanicmagazineApril 1994.) An AsianVéekpoll found that one-thirdof
Asian-Americansupporthaving a full moratoriumon immigration,an amazinglyhigh figure for suchan
extremepolicy.

Thisemegedtooin California’sPropositioril87. Makeno mistakeaboutit: EventhoughProp.187focused
onillegalimmigration,it wasto mary votersareferendunon legalimmigrationaswell. Political pundits,
who were portrayingProp. 187 as pitting whites versusnonwhites,were shockedby the strongsupport
amongminority groupsfor the measureExit polls takenby the AssociatedPressshoved strongmajorities
of African Americang56 percentlandAsian Americang57 percent)for the measurepercentageapprox-
imately equalto the vote for 187 in the generalpopulation(59 percent).(SaceamentoBee Novemberl3,

1994;thefiguresin theLosAngeleslimespoll weresomeavhatlower, but thetwo pollswerewithin themar

ginsof errorof eachother whenthe smallersamplesizesof theracialsubgroupsreaccountedor.) Also,

54%of all immigrantsvotedYes,againcloseto the overall stateproportion.(LosAngeleslimes November
10,1994.)In pre-electiorpolls two monthsearlier morethanhalf of Latinossupportedhe propositionand
in spiteof extremelyheary campaignindyy the Spanish-languagmediaand Latino communityworkers,
abouta third of Latinosstill endedup voting for themeasure.

(Thepunditswereconfoundedy otherseeminganomaliegswell. Fifty-six percenpf thosein LosAngeles
County for instancevotedfor 187, a proportioncloseto the statavide figure. Yet Art Torres,a Latino
candidatdor stateinsurancecommissionemwonin Los AngelesCounty(51 percenthput lost statevide (43
percent).If votersin the countywereanti-Latino,asthe punditspresumedrom thevoters’supportof 187,
why did thosevoterschoosea Latino for insurancecommissioner?)

8 Remedies

It shouldbe emphasizedgainthat mostof the problemsdescribedcherearisefrom both legal andillegal
immigration.We will outlinesomepossibleremedien bothof thesefronts.
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8.1 Legal Immigration

Currentnationalpolicy onlegalimmigrationhasthreecentraltenets:to reunify families; to alleviate labor
shortagesto provide political safehaven. All threeof thesegoalsarewidely flouted. For example:

e Mostofthosewhocometo theU.S.undertheauspice®f “family reunification”dosofor NON-family
reasonspsuallyeconomicratherthan out of a yearningto be with a sibling or other family mem-
ber Even StanfordUniversitylaw ProfessoBill OngHing, astridentimmigrantadvocate hotesthat
Japanesf@mericanshave sponsoredheirrelativesto immigrateat muchlowerratesthanhave Amer
icansof Filipino, Chinese Koreanand EastIindian heritage.(Making and RemakingAsian America
Throughlmmigration, 1850-1990 by Bill OngHing, StanfordUniversity Press1993,pp.106-107.)
He citesJapans strongeconomyasthe mostimportantfactorbehindthis difference.Similar themes
may be seenin Min Zhou'’s study Chinatown(TempleUniversity Press1992,pp.50-54),andin the
work of Korean-AmericaProfessoPyongGapMin of Queens College (Caughtin the Middle: Ko-
rean Communitiesn New York and Los Angeles PyongGap Min, University of California Press,
1996,pp.28-29):

Post-1963Koreanimmigrants like other Asianimmigrants,are primarily economicmi-
grantswho have crossedhe Pacific seekinga higherstandardf living...Koreanimmigra-
tion peakedn 1987...lut it hasgraduallyfallen off since1988...Themproved economic,
socialandpolitical conditionsn SouthKoreaarelargely responsibléor therecentgradual
reductionof Koreanimmigration. Thestandaraf living in SouthKoreahasrisengreatly..

e As notedearlier the computerindustry continuesto sponsotforeign engineerdor immigration, in
spiteof alabor surplus. (Seeearliercitations.) They often hire foreign nationalsout of a desirefor
cheapgcompliantlabor, contraryto the expressedntentof the law.

e In 1992Congrespassedhe ChineseStudentProtectionAct, giving masspolitical asylumto tensof
thousandf studentdrom Chinawho werein the U.S. duringthe 1989protestdn Beijing. As noted
earlier thevastmajority of the studentdlid not needthis protection,andthosewho did needit could
have appliedfor asylumindividually. (Seeearliercitations.)

For thesereasonsthe line betweerlegal and illegal immigrationis finer thanmanypeoplerealize If for
exampleMr. X immigratesostensiblybecausdelongsto rejoin hissonwhoimmigratedearlierto theU.S.,
but Mr. X thensettlesn acity 1,500milesaway from the son,we mustquestiorjust exactly whatwe mean
whenwe saythatMr. X immigrated-legally.” Mr. X maybefollowing theletterof thelaw, but hecertainly
is violatingits spirit.

The samecommentappliesto thoseimmigrantswho sponsottheir elderly parentso cometo the U.S. but
thenrengye ontheir promisedo keeptheir parentoff welfare. This toois violating atleastthe spirit of the
law, if nottheletter. (In fact, it is commonfor boththeseviolationsto occurin tandem.For example,the
authorintervievedabouta dozenelderly Chineséammigrantsliving in aHUD-subsidizeduilding in Sacra-
mento.All wereon welfare,all cameto theU.S. undertheauspice®f family reunification,andyet almost
all livedfar from their children’s homesin locationssuchasLos Angeles(400 miles from Sacramento),
Texas,FloridaandNew York.

Thustheoft-heardcommenthat“unlike illegals,legalimmigrantsplay by therules”is notentirelyaccurate.

Thisis not to saythat no legal immigrantsever are motivatedto immigrate primarily becausahey miss
their family memberspr that no employersponsoedimmigration is ever warranted,or that no applicant
for political asylumgenuinelyneedsprotection. But the fact is that our immigration policy is very often
workingcounterto its noblegoals. Clearly, a thoroughoverhaulis in order.
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In orderto reduceheadwerseimpactof immigrationon minorities,bothnative-bornandearlierimmigrants,
theauthorrecommends:

(a) Theyearlyquotador legalimmigrationshouldbereducedo levelswhichwill notexacerbateurrent
economicandsocialproblems.

(b) Thecentraltenetsunderlyingimmigrationpolicy shouldbe re-examinedandrevised.
(c) We should“end bilingual educatioraswe know it.”

(d) Immigrationpolicy shouldrequire,asa conditionfor beinggrantedimmigrantstatus,that persons
overagel? have a corversationaknowledgeof English.

(e) Asaconditionfor beinggrantedmmigrantstatuseachadultshouldberequiredto learnaboutAmer
icansensibilitiesregardingrespecbetweernracesandbetweergenders.

Therationalefor recommendation&), (b) and(c) shouldbe clearfrom pointsmadeearlierin this report.

Recommendatiorid) is perhapsmore startling. However, it is both reasonableand feasible. It would
help reducethe job-competitionproblemsimposedby laterarriving immigrantson earlierarriving ones,
by broadeningemploymentopportunitiesbeyond the immigrantenclaze economies.It would aid in the
implementatiorof recommendatiofc). It wouldreducesomefiscalproblemgrecall,for instancethecash-
strappedsanFranciscacity governments notingthatthereis a“hugeneed”for bilingual housingservices).
And, perhapsnostimportantly it would helpreversesomecurrenttrendsaway from assimilation.

A numberof workableapproachesouldbeusedio implement(d). Probablythebestof thesaevouldactually
not bea strictrequirementbut rathera functionalequivalent,in theform of bestaving a very large priority
within theimmigrationqueueto thosewith the desiredbasicEnglishskills.

It is importantto notethat| amabsolutelyNOT proposingary elitist changesn immigrationpolicy. For
example,| amopposedo giving “extra points” to thosewith college educationsthis would be contraryto
the Americanspirit, andwouldignorethefactthatmary talentedpeoplesimply do nothave accesso higher
educationn third-world countries.

Indeed,l would submitthat recommendatiofd) would not resultin ary large changesn the mix of im-

migrantswe currentlyaccept.Mostimmigrantsdo cometo the U.S.for a bettereconomidife. Learninga
minimal level of Englishwould be a smallpriceto payfor thatprivilege,andl submitthattheimmigrants
would readily agreeto sucha condition. It shouldalsobe notedthat mostimmigrantsmustundego a pe-
riod of up to tenyearsof waiting beforereceving their immigrantvisas;thusthey would have morethan
adequat@dwanceopportunityto develop Englishskills.

I have beenaskedhow would-beimmigrantsin poorthird-world countriesvouldlearnEnglish.My answer
is that given the hugeeconomicopportunityimmigrationrepresentso them,we would find thatthey are
quiteresourcefuin learningenglishto meetthe requiremenfor immigration. The would-beimmigrants’
U.S.relativescouldsendthembooksandtapesto learnEnglish,for example.Eventhe governmentsf the
would-beimmigrants’homecountriesvould have incentive to provide Englishinstruction,sayontheradio,
becausé¢hesegovernmentsiependsoheavily onfinancialremittancedrom their nationalsn theU.S.(e.g.
ChinaandMexico).

Recommendatiofe) is just asimportantasthe others. Mostimmigrantscomefrom monoracialsocieties
which do not have traditionsof racial toleranceand mutualrespect. In addition, mary immigrantscome
from societiesn which therearesevereproblemsegardingthe statusof women.

We cannoteven dealwith the racismalreadyexistentin the country andyet immigrationis bringing us
peoplewho are (on the average,in whatever senseare even moreracistthanwe our. Our settingsucha
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generousmmigrationpolicy is tantamounto importingracisminto thecountry Evenasidefrom themyriad
otheradwerseimpactsof high yearly ratesof immigration, this reasoraloneshouldbe sufficient to reduce
thoserates.

In addition, part of the formal immigration processshouldinclude learningaboutthe Americangoal of

racialtolerancepothin its abstracform andalsoin its legal forms. For example,mary immigrantslater
becomdandlordsandit is importantthatthey know thatthey maysuffer legal penaltiesf they discriminate
againstenantf otherraces.

Implementationof (e) could take on a variety of forms, possiblyin combination. For example,a short
presentatiortould be givenat the INS office (or U.S. consulateabroad)whenthe applicants immigration
is appraved. Later reinforcementcould be appliedin the form of public-servicecommercialson ethnic
television stationsn majorU.S. cities.

The authorhasreceved positive reactionsto recommendatioi¢e) (or variationsof it) from several immi-
grantadwcateswith whom the authorhasdiscussedt (e.g. immigrationattorng Mark Silvermanof the
ImmigrantLegal ResourceCenterin SanFranciscoProfessoBill Floresof the CaliforniaStateUniversity
atFresnoandRosemaridg-an of the OaklandChineseCommunityCouncil).

8.2 Illegal Immigration

Ratherthanmakerecommendationghe discussiorherewill berestrictedo commenton the eficacy(not
necessarilyheir desirability)of recentproposaldo reducethelevel of illegalimmigration:

e Increasedorderpatrols. Thesehave obviousvalue,but cannotbe a full solutionto the problem,as
immigrantadwocag groupsthemseleshave conceded(SacamentdBee Decembed 7,1993.)Both
Attorney GenerallaneRenoandINS CommissioneDoris Meissneistronglyasserthisaswell. (San
FranciscoChronicle, October29, 1994.) SylvesterReyes, chief of the El Pasosectorof the Border
Patrol, hassaid,“We're never goingto sealoff this border not 100%,notever,” saidSilvestreReyes.
“It" sunrealisticto think we can” (Los Angeleslimes July 3,1994.)

(Note,by theway, thatrecentreductionsn apprehensioratesof persondgllegally enteringthecountry
leadto overly optimistic conclusions.In the past,mary illegalsfrom Mexico madeperiodictrips
home.Their reactiondo beefed-uporderpatrolsarejustthe go homelessoften. So,anillegalwho
simplystaysputin theU.S.is reducingtheapprehensiorateswithoutreducinghenumberof illegals
intheU.S.)

Immigrantadwocatesalsoconcedehatat least30-50%of theillegalaliensoriginally crosstheborder
legally, sayon touristvisas,andthenlive hereillegally afterthe visaslapse.(As pointedout by Yeh
Ling-Ling of the Diversity Alliance for a Sustainablédmerica,a computerizedystemis neededo
trackthosewho enterwith temporaryvisas.)

e Enforceminimum-wageand otherlabor laws. This is obviously desirable. However, it mustbe
keptin mind that mostillegals,at leastLatino ones,makemorethanminimumwage. (David Heet
Undocumenteilexicansin the United States CambridgeUniversity Press1990,pp.204-205notes
thatmostundocumentethenmakemorethanminimumwage andnoteselsavhere(p.145)thatmost
of the undocumentedvomenare not in the workforce. Similar commentswvere alsomadeby La
Opinion columnistRichardRothsteinin Dissent Fall 1993,andin a personakommunicatiorto the
author)

e Dery educatiorandpublic servicedo illegals. This of course js whatmadeCalifornia’s Proposition
187socontroversial. Froma pureefficagy pointof view, though,mary specialist®on Mexico indicate
thatit couldbe effective. The Los AngelesTimesof Novemberl0, 1994quotedMexico’s Undersec-
retaryof Regional DevelopmentEnriquedel Val assaying,“If thoseservicegeducationandhealth
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care]aredeniedthemthere,they will comeback” TheDecembei7, 1994issueof the SanFrancisco
BayGuardian featuredon article by Mexican analystJohnRoss,authorof Rebellionfromthe Roots:
Indian Uprising in Chiapas who saysthat validationof 187 by the courtswould resultin “igniting
thereturnof [possibly]asmary asa million [Mexican] citizensfrom California’ In discussionde-
tweenthe authorand participantsat the WesternFarmworkerAdvocatesConferencan Novembey
1994 (andin a numberof othersimilar forumson immigration),therewasapparentigreementvith
the notionthat, at least,undocumented/iexican menwould not bring their wivesandchildrenwith
themto the U.S. if serviceswere not available, thoughthe menthemselesmight still comehere.
In particular denialof educationakerviceswould not resultin the developmentof a populationof
illiterate undocumentedhildrenin theU.S.,ashasbeenclaimedby some.

Presumablyntermediateplans,underwhich someservicesvould be denied but notasmary denied
asunderProp.187,would produceintermediateesults.

Note,though,thatwhile denialof servicesvould definitely solve someof thefiscalproblemscaused
by illegalimmigration,it maynot solve someof the problemsof job competition.

Note alsothat, againviewed purely from the standpoinbf effectivenessn reducingtheillegal alien

population the provisionsof Prop. 187 which requirestateagenciego reportto the INS applicants
for serviceswho cannotprove legal statusarevirtually uselessKnowing thatthey would be denied
service theillegalswould notapplyfor service andthustherewould be no oneto report. Therewas
thusno needto includesucha provisionin themeasure.

e Setup a tamperproofwork identificationcard, backedup by a computerdatabaseas proposedoy
the Commissioron ImmigrationReform. This would be helpful, but one mustrealisticallypresume
thatunscrupulougmployerspftenof the sameethnicity astheir illegal workersandknowing how to
intimidatethem,will continueto ignoresuchrequirements.

A Impact of Immigration on the Economy

A.1 Barrierstolnsight

The basicquestionof immigration'simpacton “the” economyjis flawed to begin with. Insteadof viewing
the economyas a monolith, one shouldrecognizethat immigration's impact producesoth winnersand
losers. For instance,anincreasen the labor supply helpsthe owner of a Chinatavn sewing factory by
reducingwageshut hurtsChinese-Americaworkersfor exactly thesamereasonOr, aspointedoutearlier
immigrationto SanFranciscas a boonto bilingual peoplewho wish to becometeachersbut resultsin a
degradedquality of educatiorto the children.

Furthermoreasthe father of moderneconomicsJohnMaynardKeynes,oncejoked, “You could lay all
the economistof theworld end-to-endandthey would never reacha conclusioni. Thisis doublytruefor
economicanalyse®f immigration,for two mainreasons.

First,aneconomist analysisis oftencoloredby his/herpolitical views, andthis is exacerbatedn the case
of emotionaltopicsinvolving race,suchasimmigration.

Secondandevenmoreimportant,asdiscusseearlier mostanalyststhoughthey maybefine statisticians,
do not live in immigrantcommunities,and thus do not know how to interpretthe statisticsthey gather

Moreover, becausgheseanalystsdo not know immigrantcommunities the analystsdo not know which

statisticso gather

This latter pointis of the utmostimportance . Oneof the mostfrequenterrorsmadein statisticalstudiesin
generalsto studyapairof variablessayX andY, while ignoringtheeffectof athird variable or “covariate’,
Z (or, moreoften, mary covariates).This is a very seriouserror. For example,omissionof covariatescan
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changehecorrelationbetweenX andY from positiveto negative or vice versathusresultingin completely
wrong conclusionsaboutrelations. Similar effectsoccurin othertypesof statisticalanalyses.Again, this

is a particularlyseriousproblemin immigrationstudies becausehe analystsdo not know which “Z’ s” to

accounfor.

Anotherproblemis the attribution of causationFor example,somestudieshave shavn thatcitieswith high
ratesof immigrationtendto have highgrowth rates.Asidefor “Z"-type problemaotedabove, amajorpoint
hereis immigrantsarenaturallyattractedo citieswhich have highgrowth rates.Thatis quitedifferentfrom
sayingthattheimmigrantscausedhegrowth.

Thusoneshouldbevery carefulwhenevaluatingany economicanalysisof immigration,bothproor con.

A.2 Job Creation by Immigrants

Immigrantadwcateslaimthatimmigrantglegalandillegal),throughconsumerismarecreatingmary jobs
for native-borns.Thisis a seriousoversimplification.

While we mustavoid replacingoneoversimplificationby anotherthefollowing argumentat leastsenesas
a startingpoint: Immigrantshave the samelevel of workforceparticipationasnatives,but lower percapita
incomes. (Seefor example“Immigrantsin California: Finding from the 1990 Census, HansJohnson,
CaliforniaResearctBureau,1993.) The lower incomesof the immigrantsshouldleadto a lower level of
consumerismthusalowerlevel of job creation relative to natives.In otherwords,immigrantsarecreating
fewer jobs thanwould the samenumberof natives,yet they aretaking asmary jobs asnatveswould—
suggestin@g netjob lossfor natives.

The claim that immigrantconsumerisntreategobs for nativesis further counterindicatedy the nature
of immigrantenclave economiesA large proportionof immigrantconsumerisnis directedatimmigrant-
ownedbusinessesyith thejobsthuscreatedeingtakenby otherimmigrants hot native-borns.

Considera hypotheticalMrs. Chan,an immigrantfrom Hong Kong living in suturbanMilpitas in the
SouthSanFranciscdBay. Onatypical day shemightgoto alocal Chineseshoppingmall. Thereshemight
patronizea Chinesegrocery have anicenoodlelunchata Chineseaestaurantstopby the Chinesebookstore
andfinally renta Chinesemovie from avideoshopthere.

All of the employersandemployeesheencounterghereat the Chinesemall will be Chinese. And the
mall itself is likely to have beenfinancedby a Chinesebank,andbuilt by a Chineseconstructiorcompap.
The businesse#n the mall arelikely to have boughttheir capitalequipmentsuchas stoves, telephones,
computersandsoon, from otherChinesebusinesseaswell.

Similar statement$old for businessesot ownedby immigrants.The jobs createdby immigrantsin those
businesseareagainlikely to be heldby otherimmigrantsof thesameethnicity. For example,our hypothet-
ical Mrs. Chan,uponreturninghome,maybe calledby a Chinesgphonecarvassefrom MCI, soliciting her
long-distanceatronagelf Mrs. Chanthendecidego makeMCI herlong-distancearrier shewill thenbe
talkingto ChineseoperatorsvhensheneedoperatomassistanceVCl will makesureto hire Chinesammi-
grantsfor thesepositions,both becausévirs. Chanmay not speakEnglishandalsobecaus@ICl believes,
correctly thatMrs. Chanwill feel morecomfortablewith them, not just linguistically but alsoculturally;
shewill feel moreateasewith afellow immigrant.

For the samereasonMrs. Chanboughtherhomethrougha Chinesereal estateagent,asis the casewith
mostChineseémmigrantsin the SouthBay. In fact, hadshechoserto do so,Mrs. Chancouldhave bought
herhousen atractbuilt by ChinesedeveloperJerryChennearthe Chinesamnall, whereonecanfind streets
namedPekingDrive, ShanghaCircle, Hong Kong Drive and Taipei Drive. And like mary Hondabuyers
from HongKong,Mrs. Chanboughther Accordat Chinese-wwnedGraceHonda.
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Thusa substantiaproportionof jobscreatedoy immigrantsareheld by otherimmigrants not native-borns.
To be sure this doesnot mean“all” suchjobs. Our Mrs. Chan for instancemaywell visit Macy’s aftershe
leavesthe Chinesemall, thusproviding somejobs for natives(aswell asfor otherimmigrants). And her
American-borrchildrenarepatronizingMcDonald’s, BlockbusterVideoandsoon.

But the pointis thatthoughsomejobsfor native-bornsarecreatedasa resultof immigration,theargument
givenatthebeginningof this sectionsuggestshatimmigrantsarecreatingfewer jobsthanthey take.

Onemustalsotakeinto accounthejobslost dueto reducedevels of consumerisnof the displacedhative
workers. While Mrs. Chans patronageof Macy's oughtto be takeninto accountonemustalsotakeinto
accounthefactthatanative whois displacedrom ajob by Mrs. Chanor herhusbanawill NOT be making
mary tripsto Magy’s while he/shdas unemployed.

A.3 Immigrant Entrepreneurship

Proponentsf thecurrenthighlevelsof immigrationoftenpraisetheentrepreneuriactiitiesof immigrants.
Indeed,mary immigrantsdo run successfubusinessesHowever, the mereexistenceof a businesds not
necessarilyaneconomiglus,for avariety of reasons.

First of all, mary immigrantsarewilling to continueto run a businesswvhich haslow revenueor is even

losing money, for a numberof reasons.Sincemary immigrantbusinessesely heavily on labor by the

immigrants’family membersvho work withoutwagesthe businessnight survive in spiteof low revenues.
Or the immigrantmay have startedthe businessn orderto securean investmentvisa, so the revenueis

secondaryOr he/shemaysimply be hopingthattherealestatevalueof the propertywill appreciate.

Second,Timothy Fong, in The First Suturban Chinatown(TempleUniversity Press,1994),found thatin
mary cases large nonimmigrantusinessvhich is providing substantiatax revenueswill bereplacedoy
seseralsmallerimmigrantbusinessewith collectively smallertax revenues (An Urbanlinstitutestudyalso
foundthatimmigrantshave 38%lowertax complianceatesthannatives.)

A.4 Effect on Consumers

Onemightarguethattheloweringof wagegesultingfrom immigrationis atleastaboonfor consumersyet
aspointedout by Rice UniversityeconomisDonaldHuddle,theconsumersirein effect payinghigh prices
for thosegoodsvia taxes,dueto the higherrate of governmentservicesusedby immigrants(seebelow).
Thustheboonis to theemployersnot consumersHuddlenotes,“If youaddin the socialcosts thosejobs
would have a very highwage. It' s basicallya freeride for the employey with the taxpayerpicking up the
differencé. (FresnoBee November6, 1994.)

For example studiesshaw thattheaverageundocumentedouplehasanincomeof around$10,000peryear
(Seethe David Heerreferencep.155.) They will paylittle or no incometaxin this bracket,andperhaps
afew hundreddollarsin salesand othermiscellaneousaxes. Yet eachof their childrenwill useat least
$4,500in stateandothertax moniesperyearfor schooling(over $6,000if the child haslimited proficieny
in English).In orderto survive onthislow incomethey will alsobeforcedto drav Medi-Cal(California’s
Medicaid), AFDC andso on. And this is not even countingthe EarnedincomeTax Credit for which the
family is eligible.

Now supposethis family’s $10,000income comesfrom a $5/hourjob for the husband. The family is
receving serviceson the orderof doubleits income,so the realwagebeingpaidto the husbandfrom the
point of view of the consumemho buys the goodshe produces)s morelike $15/hour Thus his “low”
wagesarein reality notlow atall, andthe claimedboonto theconsumersf thegoodshe producesioesnot
exist.
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A5 Useof Welfare Services

Immigrantadwcatesstatethat “Immigrantscomeherefor jobs, not welfare. Also, they pay morein taxes
thanthey recevein services. Thisis misleadingn multiple senses.

First, it mustbe notedthatin general statisticsaboutimmigrantuseof welfaretendto be (intentionallyor
unintentionally distorted,in mary ways.

For example,the immigrant adwocatesoften statethat illegal immigrantsare ineligible for mostwelfare
services.Whatthey omit is the fact thatthe illegalsreceve welfarevia their U.S.-bornchildren,who are
U.S.citizensandthuseligible for all services.This producesa seriousdistortionin statisticalcomparisons
of immigrants(bothlegal andillegal) with native-bornssincewelfareusageby those"citizen children” gets
countedon the native sideof theaccountindedger asopposedo theimmigrantside,whereit shouldbe.

Anothercommonsourceof distortionarisesfrom restrictingstatisticsto immigrantsof working age. This
ignoresthe fact thatwelfare usageby elderly legal immigrantsskyrocketedby 400%in tenyears. (Wash-
ington Post Decemberl9,1993.)

For thesereasonsit is morerealisticto usea householdasisfor analysis. The 1990 Censudatashov

thatabout12%of immigrant-headetouseholdé Californiacontainatleastonepersoronwelfare,versus
about8% of the native-headedouseholds(Seeagain“Immigrantsin California: Finding from the 1990
Census,HansJohnsonCaliforniaResearciBureau,1993.Here“immigrant” refersto bothlegalandillegal

immigrants;the Censugiatado not distinguishbetweerthe two kinds.)

Moreover, thereis a larger issue: Claims basedon narravly defining“services”to include only welfare
ignorethefactthatour taxesgo to mary thingsbesidesvelfare,suchasschoolsyoads hospitalsandsoon,

andthismustbetakeninto account.n otherwords,to gaugehefiscalimpactof immigrantsjt is misleading
to simply compareaxespaidto welfareused.

However, for illegalimmigrantfamilies, eventhis overly simplisticcomparisorshows a fiscalloss. As we
saw above, thetypicalillegal-immigranttamily hasanincomeof about$10,000andpaysvirtually nothing
in taxes,while receving public servicegotally severaltimestheirincome.

Undocumentegbeoplecometo the U.S. mainly for economicreasons.This of courseincludesjobs, but it

alsoincludeswelfare. As mentionecearlier someimmigrantadwcatesandethniccommunityleadershow

admitthatwelfareis amagnetvhichattractanary elderlyLEGAL immigrantsto theU.S.(Seefor example:
YvonnelLeeof the Coalitionof AsianPacific AmericansCantones&veningNews,KTSF Channel6, San
FranciscoJunel5, 1994;the Clinton ReportCard, compiledby the Organizationof ChineseAmericans
(July 1994); Dr. LesterLee, formermembey University of CaliforniaBoardof Regents,AsianWeek De-

cemberl6,1994.)1t would bereasonabléo assumdrom thisthata numberof ILLEGAL immigrantsalso
find welfareattractve. In ary caseasseembove,incomesof illegal familiesaresolow thatthey areforced
to turnto welfareto makeendsmeet,evenif thatwasnottheir original intent.
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